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Our Beautiful
Bruce Peninsula

For many of us, the Bruce Peninsula is a place of unparal-

leled beauty. The diversity of natural features and species is
matched by the many ways to discover, enjoy and connect
with the land and water. Year-round residents, cottagers
and visitors alike find their place while out hiking, farming,
building a home, gardening, relaxing at the beach, exploring
a cave or dining on local whitefish. Our shared passion for
the incredible landscapes and waterscapes of the Bruce
Peninsula is what binds us all together.

Here are a few of the natural features that are the pride
of local residents and that entice thousands of visitors
each year:
•

•
•
•

•
•
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A variety of habitat types including the largest
tract of forest in Southern Ontario, Great Lakes
shorelines and islands, wetlands, inland lakes
and rivers, agricultural fields and a special type of
habitat that is considered rare across the whole
of planet earth - the alvar!
Majestic cliffs that rise out of clear, turquoise
waters to heights of 120 metres are home to an
ancient “vertical” cedar forest with some trees
reaching 1,200 years old.

Geological formations such as flowerpots, caves and
potholes sculpted by the relentless forces of water
over millenia.
A rich diversity of plant life offering some of the
best botanical viewing in the province, including
over 40 species of orchids; the only other place
on the continent that provides such diversity is
Florida!

An amazing collection of animals and plants
including 18 species at risk, migratory birds, and
wide-ranging mammals like the Black Bear.

Some of the darkest skies in North America,
which are culturally significant and important for
both ecological and human health.

Connected to Nature

The Bruce Peninsula reveals stories of a rich cultural past. It
is the traditional homeland of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation,
the traditional territory of the Historic Saugeen Métis, and
an outstanding example of the Great Lakes’ maritime heritage and early settlement in rural Canada.
Today, the natural environment offers a high quality of
life for those of us living on the Bruce Peninsula and
outstanding experiences for over 250,000 visitors each
year. The world-famous Bruce Trail, numerous parks and
nature reserves including two national parks, and many
nature-based local businesses all contribute to a suite of
authentic, outdoor experiences. The local economy depends
on our natural resources including tourism, agriculture,
forestry, fisheries and aggregate extraction.
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Our ecosystems provide other values that are less quantifiable. When we conserve biodiversity we also conserve
its many economic and social benefits, such as clean water
and air, healthy beaches, hunting and fishing opportunities,
productive soils and pollination, resilience to droughts and
floods, and pest control, among others.
Our community depends on a healthy environment to preserve our livelihoods, our wellbeing, and our way of life.
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A Community
Action Plan

shared commitment and cooperation among all of us is
essential to maintain a healthy environment and to secure
our quality of life, now and in the future.

The Conservation and Stewardship Plan for the Bruce Peninsula is a community-based blueprint to understand local
concerns and inspire coordinated local action. It offers a
suite of recommended voluntary actions that our community
can work towards in partnership over the next five years. It
includes opportunities for all community partners – property owners, farmers, businesses, industries, Aboriginal communities, government and non-government organizations,
and academic institutions, among others – to participate in
protecting, restoring and maintaining our biodiversity and
the natural processes that sustain it.
Since March 2013 the Bruce Peninsula Biosphere Association, with the support of the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, has contacted over 700 people and reviewed over
200 reports to understand local concerns and gather ideas
for action. A Steering Committee of over 20 local, provincial
and national organizations has guided the process. We have
chatted with newcomers and people whose experiences
include living, working and cottaging on the Bruce Peninsula
over a period spanning generations. While there are many
differences in perspectives, we all have a mutual interest
in protecting what we value about the Bruce Peninsula for
ourselves and for future generations. This community plan is
a first step in bringing these perspectives together to guide
local action but it is intended to be a living document that
evolves with new knowledge and new challenges and opportunities. Your input and involvement is always welcome.
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Vision for the Future

Generations from now, new stewards of the Bruce Peninsula
will be inspired by our legacy. Whether they stand on the
breathtaking cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment or find solitude
in an ancient alvar, the landscapes and waterscapes of the
Bruce Peninsula will reveal to them our stories of a proud,
committed community that worked together to safeguard the
area`s rich and irreplaceable natural environments.

As one of the most intact natural areas left in southern Ontario, the Bruce Peninsula will remain as a critical refuge for
globally, nationally and provincially rare species and continue
to preserve an outstanding mosaic of healthy ecosystems.
These ecosystems will continue to sustain a healthy, vibrant
and prosperous community on the Bruce Peninsula.

As part of a World Biosphere Reserve, we will demonstrate
to the world a community-based model for conserving our
environments while building a sustainable and prosperous
community. Our network of protected places will ensure that
these features remain unimpaired for all time, while providing
opportunities to discover and to learn about the wonders of
this place. Our shared knowledge will inform our decisions,
inspire our actions, and nurture innovation. Our people will
be recognized as passionate stewards who promote a way of
life that is deeply rooted in a culture of sustainability as we
recognize that our livelihoods, our health, and our wellbeing
are all intrinsically connected to our lands and waters.

Mission

To protect, maintain and restore the Bruce Peninsula’s rich
diversity of plant, fish and wildlife communities by conserving
the lands, the waters, and the natural processes that sustain
them so that all may benefit from them, now and in the future.

Goals

1. LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT

Encourage the restoration, stewardship and sustainable use of
the Bruce Peninsula’s lands and waters
2. SPECIES MANAGEMENT

Encourage the recovery of species that are of conservation
concern and reduce the impacts of undesirable species
3. EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Create opportunities to discover and learn about the Bruce
Peninsula’s biodiversity and to engage in its conservation
4. SCIENCE

Improve and share our scientific and our traditional
knowledge of the Bruce Peninsula’s biodiversity
5. PARTICIPATORY PLANNING AND POLICY

Support the integration of conservation and community values into land use planning and policy
6. PROTECTED AREAS

Safeguard the most critical areas on the Bruce Peninsula
through a network of public and private protected areas
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Geographic Area

The geographic area of the Conservation and Stewardship
Plan is based on watershed boundaries extending from the islands off Tobermory to Chief’s Point on the Lake Huron coast
and to Cape Croker on the Georgian Bay coast. The planning
area includes both terrestrial and aquatic systems on the
Bruce Peninsula as well as the surrounding nearshore waters
extending to a depth of 30 metres.
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Our Biodiversity

The Bruce Peninsula has long been recognized as a special

place. As one of the most intact natural areas in all of southern Ontario it is a critically important stronghold for native
flora and fauna and has been identified as one of the Great
Lakes’ biodiversity “hotspots” for its abundance of rare and
endangered species and natural communities.

The dramatic cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment dominate
the area, soaring to 120 m above Georgian Bay and gently
sloping to the bedrock and sandy shores of Lake Huron. This
spectacular geological formation combines with the influences of the Great Lakes to create a mosaic of ecosystems.
Nested within vast forests are lakes, wetlands, rivers and
streams and globally rare alvars. The shorelines of the Bruce
Peninsula and its archipelago of islands offer diverse coastal
ecosystems from cliffs and talus slopes to cobble, boulder
and bedrock shorelines to sand beaches and dunes. Located in the heart of the Great Lakes, the surrounding waters
also provide diverse aquatic systems from the depths of the
offshore waters to the nearshore reefs, shoals and highly
productive coastal wetlands.
.
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Forests

Nearly 70% of the Bruce Peninsula is covered by forests
ranging from dense deciduous, coniferous and mixed forests
on the east side of the Bruce Peninsula to sparser coniferous
forests on the west. Much of the forest has changed since
European settlement in the mid-1800s as a result of historic
logging, agricultural settlement and major forest fires that
swept through the region. Despite these changes, the Bruce
Peninsula has the largest remaining intact forested area in
all of Southern Ontario, supporting a diverse suite of forest
plants and animals.

Why are our forests important?
• Large, connected deciduous forests are critically important for the Bruce Peninsula’s unique Black Bears
• Deep, interior forests provide habitat for area-sensitive
breeding birds while coastal forests provide stopover
habitat for migratory songbirds and raptors
• Forests support diverse plants including ancient lichens
and mosses, ferns, and a colourful array of wildflowers
• Fallen logs and rocks provide habitat for insects and other
invertebrates, fungi and bacteria, all providing the vital
service of decomposition
• Ephemeral pools within the forests provide important
breeding habitat for amphibians
• Forest cover maintains water quality by filtering pollutants, reducing stormwater runoff, and regulating water
temperature
istockphotos.com
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Open Lands

Flat, pastoral landscapes, such as the Eastnor and Lindsay
Flats, are an important part of the Bruce Peninsula’s character and its biodiversity. Our agricultural landscapes include
a mosaic of cultivated lands, hay lands, grazing lands and old
fields, which are interspersed with other natural features such
as woodlands, wetlands, rivers and streams, field margins and
hedgerows. Although grasslands were historically not found
on the Bruce Peninsula, our agricultural areas offer habitat for
many wildlife species.
Why are our open lands important?
• Threatened grassland birds such as Bobolink, Eastern
Meadowlark, Upland Sandpiper nest and raise their
young in hayfields, pastures and old fields
• Several raptors and migrating songbirds, waterbirds, and
shorebirds feed in open lands
• Several species of bats use these areas for feeding and
roosting
• Insects including dragonflies, bees, butterflies and many
others find nourishment and many provide pollination
services
• Open lands are a significant economic resource for the
community, predominantly through livestock and crop
production, and ensure local food security in the future

Parks Canada

Alvars

Alvars are among the rarest ecosystems in North America and
are considered globally imperiled. The Bruce Peninsula has
one of the greatest concentrations of alvars on the continent,
which harbour an exceptional variety of globally and provincially rare species. These are harsh environments that are ice
swept in the winter, flooded in the spring, and face temperatures of up to 53oC and severe drought in the summer. Alvars
have little or no soil and, in many cases, the only soil that
persists is found in fissures and depressions in the bedrock
surface. Despite these conditions, they are rich and irreplaceable habitats for rare plants and animals.
Why are our alvars important?
• Ancient white cedars more than 500 years old grow in
some alvars
• At least 47 alvar species are globally or provincially rare
and many are also endemic to the Great Lakes, such as
Dwarf Lake Iris, Hill’s Thistle and Lakeside Daisy
• Open bedrock areas are encrusted with an array of rare
lichens and mosses while grasses, sedges, and wildflowers take root in the few areas with soil
• Unique assemblages of insects and snails take refuge
among the sparse vegetation
• Some grassland birds use alvars as nesting habitat and
the Massasauga Rattlesnake uses them for gestation
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Inland Waters

We are all connected by our water – from the upland headwaters to the nearshore of Lake Huron and Georgian Bay. Our
inland waters are the life blood of the Bruce Peninsula, providing clean water for our community and important habitats
for plants, fish and wildlife. There are thirteen local watersheds, each associated with a series of small, shallow inland
lakes and wetlands that drain into Lake Huron and Georgian
Bay through a network of cold and warm water streams and
underground channels.

Why are our inland waters important?
• Most lakes and streams provide warm water habitat for
basses, minnows, darters and Northern Pike, while some
streams offer cold water habitat for native Brook Trout
and recreational species such as Chinook Salmon
• Provide breeding habitat for marsh birds and stopover
habitat for migrating shorebirds and waterfowl
• Provide breeding and feeding habitat for several reptiles
and amphibians
• Support many rare and endangered species, such as Hill’s
Pondweed, Spotted Turtle, and Black Tern
• Wetlands and riparian vegetation around lakes, rivers
and streams help to moderate floods and drought, slow
runoff and control erosion
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Great Lakes Shorelines

As its name suggests, the Bruce Peninsula is nearly surrounded by water with 586 km of Great Lakes shoreline, including
the mainland and its archipelago of islands. Influenced by the
geology of the Niagara Escarpment and the relentless forces of
the Great Lakes, the Bruce Peninsula offers a rich assemblage
of bedrock shores, cobble beaches, cliffs and talus, and sand
beaches and dunes –we have them all and each has its own
community of plants and animals.
Why are our Great Lakes shorelines important?
• Lichens and mosses are abundant on exposed bedrock
areas while wildflowers and ferns grow in pockets of soil
in small cracks and crevices
• Ancient 1,000 year old white cedars cling to cliff faces
• Shoreline caves provide critical habitat for hibernating
bats, including Ontario’s third largest bat cave
• Sand dune systems support a suite of rare species
• Islands support unique plants and animals due to their
isolation and provide stopover sites for migratory birds
and nesting habitat for colonial waterbirds such as gulls,
terns, and herons
• Most people live on the shoreline and recreational
activities are often associated with these areas including
hiking, boating, swimming and rock climbing
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Coastal Wetlands

Coastal wetlands are the most productive areas in the Great
Lakes with diverse plants, fish and wildlife concentrated in
these areas. These wetlands are connected to and directly
influenced by the waters of the Great Lakes. They are dynamic
environments, adapted to natural fluctuations in water levels
and storm events, and many plants require these natural
cycles. Nearly 95 coastal wetlands have been identified on the
Bruce Peninsula along the open shoreline, in protected bays
or associated with the rivers.

Why are our coastal wetlands important?
• Coastal wetlands are critical areas for fish production in
the Great Lakes, with a large percentage of species using
these areas during some part of their life cycles
• Provide breeding and foraging habitat for a rich variety of
amphibians and reptiles
• Provide important breeding habitats for marsh birds and
stop-over sites for migratory birds that congregate to
feast on the abundant food supplies
• Harbour several rare or endangered species such as
Tuberous Indian Plantain, Spotted Turtle and Massasauga
Rattlesnake
• Several areas are fringed with coastal meadow marshes, a
globally rare and imperiled natural community
• Improve water quality and reduce stormwater run-off,
and prevent property damage by buffering Great Lakes
storm activity
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Nearshore Waters

The nearshore represents the waters of Lake Huron and
Georgian Bay from the shoreline to a 30 m depth. The sloping topography of the Bruce Peninsula creates contrasting
nearshore ecosystems with steep cliffs plunging into Georgian
Bay and the sloping shallows of Lake Huron. The waters at the
tip of the Bruce Peninsula encompass a transition zone where
Georgian Bay meets the waters of the main Lake Huron basin.
These waterscapes combine with winds, water currents,
islands and reefs, as well as the inland waters from rivers and
streams, to create diverse and productive nearshore areas.
Why are our nearshore waters important?
• Aquatic vegetation in protected bays provide significant
spawning, nursery, and feeding habitat for many warm
water fish species
• Several fish species spawn in nearshore gravel, sand, and
cobble habitats
• Reefs and shoals are critical habitat for spawning lake
trout and lake whitefish
• Western shores are considered to have the most productive lake whitefish spawning shoals and nursery grounds
in Lake Huron
• Continentally significant migratory congregation of Rednecked Grebes return to Dyers Bay each year
• Provide a place where people interact with the lake
through tourism, commercial and recreational fishing,
swimming, boating and other activities
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Conservation
Concerns

lthough the Bruce Peninsula is a relatively healthy and
intact natural area there are several human activities that
have altered, or may alter, the ecological integrity of this
special place. These activities could be placing stress on our
ecosystems, which may impact the health of native plants, fish
and wildlife, as well as the important features that sustain our
community. Based on an assessment of key ecological attributes of the Bruce Peninsula’s ecosystems, several activities
were identified as potential concerns which form the basis for
strategies outlined in the plan.

NUTRIENT LOADING

•

Excess nutrients, specifically phosphorus and nitrogen,
from septic systems, landscaping products, and agricultural fertilization can stimulate plant growth causing impacts to water quality, aquatic habitat and public health
and enjoyment.

SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION

•

Soil erosion and sedimentation caused by agricultural practices, shoreline dredging and construction, and
stream bank erosion can cause changes habitat quality
for fish and aquatic plants and reduced soil health for
agricultural production.

PESTICIDES

•

Inappropriate use of pesticides can permit drift to adjacent areas resulting in impacts to non-target species such
as invertebrates, which are critical for food and pollination, and be magnified through the food chain.

INCOMPATIBLE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

•

Changes to natural drainage patterns caused by removal
of natural vegetation, impervious surfaces, and artificial
drainage systems can increase surface water runoff that
transports nutrients, sediments and chemicals to watercourses.

ROADS

•
•

Roads fragment the landscape by reducing the amount of
large natural areas for many species, create barriers for
wildlife movement, and change hydrological processes
critical for alvars and wetlands.
Poorly installed culverts at road-stream crossings can
create barriers for fish migration and disrupt natural flow
patterns in rivers and streams.

LIGHT POLLUTION

•

10
10
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Incompatible outdoor lighting practices can disrupt
nocturnal feeding, breeding and migratory behaviour of
many species.

INCOMPATIBLE RESIDENTIAL LAND USE

•
•

Residential development is concentrated in coastal areas
and there is pressure to expand the footprint into natural
areas with highly sensitive shoreline, coastal wetland and
alvar habitats that should be protected.
Alterations to shorelines caused by dredging and permanent structures, such as breakwaters, retaining walls,
riprap and docks, can disrupt the natural transport of
sand and cobble along the shoreline and alter important
habitats.

INVASIVE SPECIES

•

The accidental and intentional introduction of non-native species have dramatically altered ecosystems on
the Bruce Peninsula. While many inland lakes are free of
aquatic invasive species, Zebra Mussels, Round Gobies
and Phragmites are examples of those that have caused
profound changes in Great Lakes ecosystems. Several
other species are impacting terrestrial ecosystems such
as Spotted Knapweed and Garlic Mustard.

INCOMPATIBLE AGRICULTURE LAND USE

•
•
•

Historic development of agricultural lands resulted in
the loss of 40-80% of wetlands in some areas, as well as
fragmention of forests and loss of deep-soil deciduous
forest types.
Uncontrolled livestock access to riparian areas can result
in stream bank erosion and water quality issues, while
access to alvars can cause soil compaction and trampling
of rare vegetation.
Crop management practices such as early summer hay
harvest can impact grassland nesting birds, while conversion of pasture and hayfields to intensive row crop
production reduces habitat required by other grassland
species.

INCOMPATIBLE RECREATIONAL LAND USE

•

Off-road vehicle use and high intensity visitation in sensitive habitats such as wetlands, shorelines and alvars can
result in damage to significant vegetation, soil erosion,
and altered drainage patterns, and it can also disturb
wildlife and introduce invasive species to natural areas.

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCE EXTRACTION

•

•
•

Historic clear-cutting and associated forest fires changed
the forest composition across the landscape, reducing
the amount of deciduous forest communities and nearly
eliminated old-growth forests.
Potential development of large-scale wind farms may
result in barriers to migration of aerial species such as
birds, bats and insects and utility corridors and service
roads may cause landscape fragmention.
Increasing demand for aggregate resources throughout
the province may make alvars and other areas of the
Niagara Escarpment vulnerable to quarry development,
which could destroy sensitive habitats and potentially
alter hydrology and water quality.

INCOMPATIBLE FIRE MANAGEMENT

•

Modern fire prevention practices may threaten fire-dependent forests, such as jack pine communities, and the
role of natural fire in alvar communities remains unknown.
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Charting a
Course of Action

The Bruce Peninsula has a long history of local stewardship.

The traditional teachings of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation fostered a sustainable balance with nature. The innovative farming practices of Walter Warder in the 1950s gained provincial
recognition for incorporating conservation principles. The
vision of Malcolm Kirk to conserve Dorcas Bay led to one of
our first protected areas in 1962. The leadership of Mary Jane
Eichenberger in 1985 brought together residents, farmers and
the Barrow Bay Fishing Association to improve the health of
Judges Creek. The dedication of Doug Cunningham led to our
recognition as a dark sky community in 2004. We want to pass
on the same legacies that have been given to us.
Following in their footsteps, our community remains committed to protecting our natural values. Sheldon Weatherhead
from the Bruce Peninsula Bioshere Association worked with
local farmers to improve water quality in Stokes and Old
Woman’s Rivers. The Miller Lake and Little Pike Bay communities are monitoring their water quality. Municipalities are
improving street lighting to preserve our night skies. Bruce
Peninsula Environment Group, Sources of Knowledge and our
local schools continue to provide unique learning opportunities. Our protected areas continue to conserve critical areas
while facilitating research to inform our decisions. There are
tremendous efforts taking place on the Bruce Peninsula.

The Conservation and Stewardship Plan builds on these
existing efforts and local partnerships to help coordinate and
provide support for local action. It recommends strategies
and voluntary actions that community partners can adopt
over the next five years. These strategies were developed
based on community and partner input, as well as existing
complementary plans and initiatives. Strategies are organized
under six broad goals: Land and Water Management, Species
Management, Education, Science, Participatory Planning and
Policy, and Protected Areas. Please note that the following list
is summarized. A complete list of strategies, objectives and
associated actions is available in the Conservation and Stewardship Plan technical report (www.bpba.ca).

Rod Steinacher
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Goal 1: Land and Water Management
1.1 IMPROVE WATER QUALITY AND SOIL HEALTH

Improve water quality by supporting the implementation of
residential, commercial and agricultural best practices that
reduce nutrient, sediment and chemical loading into water
bodies
1.2 RESTORE NATURAL DRAINAGE PATTERNS

Restore natural drainage patterns by supporting the improvement of municipal and agricultural drain systems and promoting best practices for residential stormwater management
1.3 RESTORE STREAM HABITAT AND CONNECTIVITY

Improve stream habitat and connectivity by supporting restoration projects to prevent livestock from accessing watercourses, increase riparian vegetation and improve culverts
that are barriers to fish migration
1.4 RESTORE WETLAND COVER

Increase wetland cover by supporting wetland creation or
restoration projects in strategic areas
1.5 RESTORE FOREST COVER AND CONNECTIVITY

Increase forest cover and connectivity by supporting restoration projects in strategic areas and supporting sustainable
forest management practices
1.6 MAINTAIN SHORELINE HABITAT AND PROCESSES

Maintain shoreline habitat and processes by promoting shoreline stewardship and best practices to minimize the impacts of
shoreline alterations such as landscaping, dredging, protection structures, and docks
1.7 MAINTAIN ALVAR HABITAT AND PROCESSES

Maintain alvar habitat and processes by promoting best practices for residential lot design and landscaping, and supporting projects to prevent livestock from accessing alvars
1.8 MAINTAIN OPEN LANDS HABITAT

Maintain open lands habitat by supporting implementation
of best practices that improve habitats for pollinators and
grassland nesting birds
1.9 MITIGATE IMPACTS OF LIGHT POLLUTION

Reduce impacts of light pollution by promoting the use of dark
sky compatible lighting practices in residential, commercial,
agricultural and public areas

1.10 MITIGATE IMPACTS OF ROADS

Ensure that best practices to maintain wildlife habitat are
integrated into road construction and management, including
road mortality mitigation measures and roadside vegetation
management
1.11 MITIGATE IMPACTS OF HIGH INTENSITY RECREATION

Encourage planning and infrastructure to manage pedestrian and vehicle traffic during peak season, and promote the
appropriate use of recreational vehicles
1.12 ASSESS POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF INDUSTRIAL WIND FARMS

Gather information to identify potential impacts of large-scale
energy developments and associated infrastructure
1.13 PROMOTE COMPATIBLE AGGREGATE EXTRACTION

Support aggregate operators in planning site locations and
rehabilitation

Goal 2: Species Management

2.1 RECOVER SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN

Establish a coordinated approach to recovery of species at
risk and other significant species
2.2 REDUCE IMPACTS OF NON-NATIVE INVASIVE SPECIES

Establish a coordinated approach to prevent, detect and control terrestrial and aquatic invasive species

Goal 3: Education and Engagement

3.1 INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION

Goal 4: Science

4.1 COORDINATE ECOSYSTEM AND LAND USE STUDIES

Improve understanding of ecosystems and land use by facilitating research, classifications and mapping
4.2 COORDINATE SPECIES AND HABITAT STUDIES

Coordinate inventories and assessments of species and their
habitats to understand their status and trends
4.3 COORDINATE MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS

Establish a coordinated system to monitor, assess and report
on ecological health and land use
4.4 IIMPROVE KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

Establish mechanisms for sharing data and information
among partners and with the community

Goal 5: Participatory Planning and Policy
5.1 SUPPORT LAND USE PLANNING AND POLICY

Provide information and decision support tools to better integrate biodiversity conservation into land use planning
5.2 SUPPORT PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN PLANNING AND POLICY

Facilitate community participation in policy development and
management planning consultations
5.3 ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS

Improve public understanding of environmental policy and
regulations to encourage compliance

Increase awareness and appreciation for the Bruce Peninsula’s biodiversity among local residents and visitors through
events and programs, and maintain public access to natural
areas

Goal 6: Protected Areas

Increase opportunities for the community to participate in
biodiversity conservation through coordinated volunteer programs and improved access to stewardship information

6.2 PROMOTE VOLUNTARY PROTECTION ON PRIVATE LANDS

3.2 INCREASE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

3.3 INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FORMAL EDUCATION

Facilitate formal education and training programs focused on
biodiversity conservation

6.1 SUPPORT THE SYSTEM OF PROTECTED AREAS

Encourage the establishment of a system of public and private
conservation lands that protect critical areas
Encourage voluntary protection on private lands by promoting conservation easements and other options to private
landowners
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Supporting
Local Action

Get Involved

This document is an invitation for you to become actively
involved in shaping the future of the Bruce Peninsula. There
are a number of ways individuals and organizations can participate:
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

The most critical step is to translate this bold, yet achiev-

able, plan into effective action on the ground. This requires
long-term organizational partnerships, a secure and diverse
funding base and the engagement of local communities. To
facilitate the implementation of this plan a multi-stakeholder
network has been formed which will facilitate community dialogue, help to access information and resources, and monitor
the success of the plan. Furthermore, it should be recognized
that many of the identified strategies and actions are built
upon existing programs on the Bruce Peninsula, providing a
solid foundation for success.

Many of us have practical skills that we can share with the
wider community, while others may want to get their hands
dirty and their feet wet. Many community projects require
extra hands and provide unique opportunities to contribute
to conservation on the Bruce Peninsula, including citizen
science, educational programs and events, or community restoration projects. Landowners can share their experiences in
implementing stewardship projects to help other landowners.
ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Although the project consists of members from a number of
diverse organizations, we are seeking new organizational
partnerships to contribute to local actions. We encourage your
organization to take the lead or support one of the projects
outlined in the plan or to keep us informed of other projects
so that we can build on our network of partners.
RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS

Sound scientific knowledge of the Bruce Peninsula is fundamental to conservation and sustainable development. In order
to facilitate the necessary research, we are seeking to develop
partnerships with relevant research institutions. Undergraduate or post-graduate research could contribute to several
research priorities and knowledge gaps identified in the plan.
FUNDING AND RESOURCES

The project aims to increase the amount of resources available for local conservation projects on the Bruce Peninsula.
Although we have been successful in attracting funding to
establish the program and to implement several projects within the plan, we are seeking to leverage additional investment
through a combination of grants, philanthropic contributions
and industry partnerships. We welcome financial contributions to support local action that will make a difference.
Please contact info@bpba.ca for more information on how to
get involved.

Sean Liipere
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Steering Committee

The Conservation and Stewardship Plan for the Bruce Peninsula was developed with the support and guidance of a Steering Committee, representing 23 local, provincial and national
organizations with an interest in safeguarding the Bruce
Peninsula’s biodiversity. The following Steering Committee
representatives need to be acknowledged for their significant
commitment and support:

Elizabeth Thorn (Steering Committee Chair and Bruce Peninsula Biosphere Association), Dale Thompson (Bruce Peninsula Environment Group), Shirley Teasdale (Bruce Peninsula
Tourist Association), Chris Laforest (County of Bruce), Greg
Mayne (Environment Canada), Robert Barnett (Escarpment
Biosphere Conservancy), Jacqui Empson Laporte (Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture and Food), John Cotrill (Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority), Audrey Holden (Historic Saugeen
Métis), Donna Stewart (Lake Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation), Ralph Jell (Little Pike Bay Residents Association), Bill
Jones (Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula), Cara Copeland (Nature Conservancy of Canada), Lisa Grbinicek (Niagara
Escarpment Commission), Craig Todd (Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources), Ted Briggs (Ontario Ministry of Environment), John Urquhart (Ontario Nature), Megan Anevich (Ontario Nature), Keith Early (Ontario Parks), Michael Patrikeev
(Parks Canada), George Heigenhauser (Resident), Janna
Chegahno (Saugeen Ojibway Nations Environment Office),
Ray Rothenbury (Sources of Knowledge), Paul Cormier (St.
Edmunds Property Owners Inc.) and Marilyn Bowman (Town
of South Bruce Peninsula).

Contributors

A group of “Wise Ones” provided valuable local insight and
knowledge to ensure that the plan reflects the needs and
concerns of the community on the Bruce Peninsula, including: Rod Steinacher, Dr. George Harpur, Jarmo Jalava, Doug
Cunningham, John Haselmayer, Bob Day, Jacqui Wakefield,
Darci Lombard, Bill Caulfeild-Browne, John Francis and John
Rodgers.

The Bruce Peninsula Biosphere Association Board of Directors was also fundamental in providing input and guidance
throughout the project: Elizabeth Thorn (Chair), Tom Boyle
(Vice Chair), Bridget Rosser (Treasurer), Reed Rodgers
(Secretary), Craig Dawson, Dave Hosken, Jim Kuellmer, John
Rodgers, Shirley Teasdale, Jeremy Thorn, Linda Weatherhead
and Sheldon Weatherhead.

A special thank you to the staff involved in the development
of this plan, including Sean Liipere (Program Manager), Chris
McCrae and Chris Robinson, and to Cartographics Ltd. for
providing significant GIS and mapping support.

Rod Steinacher

Our Funders

Funding for this initiative was gratefully recieved from the
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. At the northern tip of
Ontario’s Greenbelt, the Bruce Peninsula is a spectacular area
home to hiking trails, picture perfect communities, and the
unique Niagara Escarpment. Ontario’s Greenbelt is the world’s
largest permanently protected greenbelt at almost two million
acres. It keeps our farmlands, forests, wetlands safe and sustainable, and provides Ontarians with fresh air, clean water,
healthy local food, and a thriving economy with good jobs.
The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation works to help keep
farmers successful, strengthen local economies, and protect
and grow natural features.
Visit www.greenbelt.ca for more information.
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This community-based project was initiated by the Bruce Peninsula Biosphere
Association through funding provided by the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation to
support voluntary conservation and stewardship actions on the Bruce Peninsula.

Visit www.bpba.ca for more information.

